32                   THE  TRUCE OF ANTWERP            CH. XL

Royston he was at once challenged, as having been secretary
when the letter was written, to state what had really happened.
To secure the presence of witnesses James had placed Hay
and one or two others in his bedroom, which opened out of
Baimerino the room in which he was, and had left the door of
fed^eThis communication open. Baimerino fell on his knees
fault.          an(;i acknowledged that he had drawn up the letter.

After a faint attempt at denial, he acknowledged also that the
King had not known what he was about when he signed it.

James determined to make the whole story public.    His
character for truthfulness, on which he was  extremely sen-
sitive, was involved.    He bade the English  Privy
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him to be Council examine the affair, and sent them a whole
examined strj[ng of elaborate interrogatories to help them
in sifting the matter to the bottom. " Though ye were born
strangers," he wrote to them with his own hand, "to the
country where this was done, yet are ye no strangers to the
King thereof; and ye know, if the King of Scotland prove a
knave, the King of England can never be an honest man.
Work so, therefore, in this as having interest in your King's
reputation." "I remit to you and all honest men," he said in a
letter to Salisbury, " to think upon all the ways that may be for
clearing of my honesty in it, which I had the more need to do,
considering his treachery. I only pray you to think that never
thing in this world touched me nearlier than this doth. God
knows I am and ever was upright and innocent; but how the
world may know it, that must chiefly be done by some public
course of his punishment, wherein I look to hear your advice
after his examination."

Baimerino, upon examination by the Privy Councillors,
deliberately acknowledged his offence. James was almost
Baimerino's childishly triumphant. " For my part," he told
confession. Salisbury, " I may justly say that the name-giving me
of James included a prophetical mystery of my fortune, for, as a
Jacob, I wrestled with my arms upon the fifth of Augustl for my
life, and overcame. Upon the fifth of November I wrestled and

1 The clay of the Cowrie Plot.